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1. Current state of Dutch forest sector  

2. Challenges under bioeconomy  

3. Projections 

4. Development directions  

370,000 ha 

Fellings 1.2 Mm3  



International wood import flows to Netherlands 
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Wood flows in the Netherlands 
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Consumption trends in the Netherlands 

 0,9 m³/inhabitant. 

 74% of sawnwood and panels is certified. For paper 
this is 50%. 

 
5 



The Nederlands in EU28 (contribution to 

GDP and to CO2 sink)  

Size of the 

bubble is size 

of forest area 

in each MS 
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Ecosystem services 

 For ecosystem services the Dutch forest is of very high 
value.  

 950 million m3 groundwater,  

 Catches 13-36 million kilo fine dust,  

 200 million visitors /y  

 Absorbs 3,4 Mton CO2/j (1% van de Nederlandse 
uitstoot) 

 

 70,000 jobs in forest sector  
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Dutch forest 

 Dutch forests grow older, 
more dead wood, more 
growing stock (NBI6) 

 Multi functional 
management at very fine 
scale  

 Regeneration insufficient 
and of bad quality 

 Ownership fragmented, but 
majority of forest owned by 
few owners 

 Financial position weak    

  

8 Ownership map  



The ambition: Dutch biobased economy  

 Rotterdam Bio Port + dozens of others ambitious projects 

 Supported by dutch government in biobased strategy + 
policies  (agri oriented, and import oriented)  

 Aims at high value. But practice is different: subsidies on 
co firing pellets from USA   

 Energy accord asks for 10 million tonnes (woody) biomass  
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Scenarios until 2030 

Challenge: Large future demand is foreseen. Forestry part is 
not ready.  How to solve this and can actions be taken  to 
deal with this? 

 

Semi quantitative what are the impacts of  

a) going fully for energy production from woody biomass,  

b) going for maximum added value from the sector based 
more on domestic wood, and  

c) going fully for a sustainable sector, i.e. only FSC wood 
and carbon neutral.  
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Projecting consumption   
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BAU; the forest  
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2030  

2013 

Felling levels 
remain very 
stable  
(Efiscen-space)  



Under BAU:  

 Large ambitions cannot be met with local trading partners 
(bel, ger)  nor other main traders (fin, swe)  

 And forestry part of the chain hardly responds 

 Harvest goes up but just few 100,000 m3.  

 Financial position of forest owners improves 

 Nl relies on more distant forests (USA + Eucalypt brazil)  
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BAU: Raw material price  



Action plan if ambition has to become 

reality  

 Sector is not ready for the bioeconomy 

 Large scale programe is needed that tackles whole chain 

 High added value, job creation first 

 Less emphasis on energy  

 Cascading  

 Investments in forestry (domestic as well), cooperation 
and logistics in EU. Under 100% sustainable: more 
intense trade within eu. Separation of functions across 
europe.   

 High value added chemistry ≠ high value raw material  
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Thank you! 

Gert-jan.nabuurs@wur.nl 
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